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PROGRAMME 
 
11.30am onwards: Registration in the Samuel Alexander Building 
 
12noon—1pm: Stephen Levinson (Max Planck Institut for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen) 
[title to be confirmed] 
 
1pm—2pm: Lunch 
 
2pm—2.50pm: Sotaro Kita (School of Psychology, University of Birmingham) 
The relationship between grammar and gesture: a case of space 
 
2.50pm—3.40pm: Maarten Lemmans (University of Lille 3)  
The typology of spatial marking [precise title to be confirmed] 
 
3.40pm—4.10pm: Tea 
 
4.10pm—5pm: Maya Hickmann (CNRS & University of Paris 8) 
Motion across languages: typological constraints in acquisition 
 
5pm—6pm: Regine Eckardt (Göttingen University) 
The grammar of spatial description: locative inversion 
 
6pm—7pm: Drinks reception offered by the School of Languages, Linguistics & Cultures, University of 
Manchester 
 
7.30pm: Dinner (for speakers and others who wish to attend) 
 
 
No fee will be charged for full members or student associate members of the Society attending this 
symposium. A fee of £5 will be charged to non-members (£2 to students). The fee will be waived for 
individuals who join the Society on the day. (The membership application form is available from 
www.philsoc.org.uk/membership.asp. Membership subscription is £10pa, or £10 for five years for student 
associate members.) 
 
Lunch and tea included (but not dinner). 
 
If you would like to reserve a place at this event, please contact the local organiser, Professor Nigel 
Vincent, by email: nigel.vincent@manchester.ac.uk, by Fri 31 Oct 08. 
 
The Society intends to offer some scholarships to enable students to attend this event. If you would like to 
apply for funding, please contact the Hon. Treasurer, Professor Martin Durrell, by email: 
treasurer@philsoc.org.uk, by Tue 30 Sep 08. 
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ABSTRACTS 
 
Sotaro Kita (School of Psychology, University of Birmingham) 
The relationship between grammar and gesture: a case of space 
In this presentation, I will talk about gestures that spontaneously accompany speech, especially those 
that iconically depict spatial concepts. I will discuss two lines of studies that demonstrate that iconic 
gestures do not depict spatial concepts independently from the grammar of spatial expressions. The first 
set of studies concerns gestural and grammatical encoding of Manner and Path of motion events. We 
found that whether or not Manner and Path is distributed over two clauses or expressed within a clause in 
speech is reflected in the way Manner and Path are gesturally depicted. The second set of studies 
concerns gestural and grammatical encoding of the rotation of an object. When describing the rotation of 
an object, the speaker can make the agent of rotation explicit or implicit in their speech (e.g. active 
sentence "one could rotate it to the right by 90 degrees" vs. passive sentence "this could be rotated to the 
right by 90 degrees"). This difference is reflected in how the gesture depicts the rotation. To summarize, 
both line of studies showed that the same spatial events / concepts in the external world were gesturally 
depicted differently, according to the grammatical choice the speaker made to describe the events / 
concepts. Thus, gesture is shaped by the grammatical choice of the speaker. 
 
Maarten Lemmans (University of  Lille 3, France)  
The typology of spatial marking [precise title to be confirmed] 
 
Maya Hickmann (CNRS & University of Paris 8) 
Motion across languages: typological constraints in acquisition 
Languages vary widely in how they represent space. This linguistic diversity has revived fundamental 
questions concerning universal vs. variable patterns of language acquisition. Particular attention has been 
placed recently on the acquisition of spatial language in relation to motion events. In this context, I will 
show systematic differences in how children (3 to 10 years) and adults represent various types of motion 
events in controlled experimental situations across several languages (French, English, German). Despite 
some similarities in the developmental progressions that can be observed among children across 
languages, cross-linguistic differences follow the predictions that can be made on the basis of typological 
properties (Talmy, 2000). Complementary data show similar results in early child language from about 18 
months on, as well as in adults’ second language acquisition, where source and target language 
properties both influence the acquisition process. The results suggest the strong impact of typological 
factors during language acquisition and raise a number of questions concerning the more general 
implications of such typological constraints on human spatial cognition. 
 
Regine Eckardt (Göttingen University) 
The grammar of spatial description: locative inversion 
English grammar allows for some nonstandard constructions that violate the general SVO pattern. 
Locative inversions like in (1) are an example. 
(1)  Under the couch sat a fat, ugly rat. 
They show a non-standard syntax which is subject to peculiar lexical and structural restrictions, and tied 
to very specific circumstances of use. In my talk, I will argue that these restrictions can be understood if 
we view the locative inversion as a fossilized remnant of an earlier contrastive topic construction (Büring, 
2003). It can be shown that most of the features that are reported in current grammatical descriptions of 
the construction can be derived from the pragmatic and syntactic properties of contrastive topic 
constructions. Locative inversion hence shows that certain communicative tasks in the description of 
space must have been sufficiently urgent to maintain an otherwise dying grammatical pattern. 


