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In many languages, the marking that gives a noun phrase a definite interpretation is structurally
associated with the adjective (for an overview, see Lyons 1999:83–85). In this talk we provide an analysis
of one such language — Old Norse — within Lexical-Functional Grammar. Adjectives in Old Norse, as
in other varieties of early Germanic, occurred in two forms: STRONG and WEAK. The weak form occurs
only in definite noun phrases and then preceded by a definiteness marker (h)inn, and (h)inn occurs only
immediately preceding a weak adjective. It is generally recognised in the literature that (h)inn was
associated with the adjective, rather than being an element at a higher level within the noun phrase
(see for instance Stroh-Wollin (2009:7) and Perridon & Sleeman (2011:8) and for similar conclusions
with respect to other varieties of early Germanic Curme (1910) and Heinrichs (1954)). In spite of the
recognition of the close connection between (h)inn and the following adjective, this is not captured in
any of the formal analyses of which we are aware. Instead, (h)inn is assumed to form the functional head
of the noun phrase at some level, taking the remaining nominal phrase as its complement (for instance
Roehrs & Sapp 2004; Stroh-Wollin 2009; Lohndal 2007; Faarlund 2007). In this talk we develop an
analysis within which hinn and the weak adjective form a constituent, and we use inside-out functional
uncertainty to make the correct predictions about feature distribution. We show that this analysis also
paves the way for a generalised analysis of other functions within the noun phrase.
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